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In ancient Japanese history, the northern lands (Hokkaido) saw the development of the
Okhotsk and Satsumon cultures. Being of foreign origin, the Okhotsk culture migrated
south from Sakhalin in the 5th century, and is characterized by the hunt for marine animals
and rituals involving animals. The Satsumon culture was established under the influence
of the ancient states of Honshu in the late 7th century. Based on fishing, gathering, and
supplemental use of millet, it became the origing of the culture of the Ainu people.

This feature exhibition, in a collaborative effort, introduces research results of the University
of Tokyo's Tokoro Research Laboratory, based in Kitami—Tokoro in eastern Hokkaido, at the
National Museum of Japanese History.

We hope that you will find interest in the diverse cultures that developed on the Japanese
archipelago during these "unknown ancient times".
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Between the 5th and 12th centuries (in Hokkaido until the 9th century), the Okhotsk culture
stretched from the estuary of the Amur, over the entire island of Sakhalin, up to the
Okhotsk coast of Hokkaido and the Kuril Islands. This feature exhibition will primarily focus
on groups that developed in eastern Hokkaido between the 8th and 9th centuries.

There are three distinct characteristics to the Okhotsk culture. The first is that it, seen from
a Hokkaido perspective, is a foreign culture from even further up north. The second is that
it is a culture with close bonds to the sea, making fishing and the hunt for maritime animals
the basis of its lifestyle. The third is that this culture has thoroughly developed rituals
involving animals, particularly centering on bears.
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Influenced by the agrarian culture of northern Tohoku, the Epi—-Jomon culture of the area
surrounding the Ishikari Lowlands of Hokkaido transformed into the Satsumon culture in the
7th century (AD). Characterized by the influence of earthenware, dwellings of the Satsumon
developed into square-shaped pit-houses with kamado cooking stoves, and spindle wheels
and iron tools were widely used. The lifestyle of the Satsumon focused on fishing, hunting,
and gathering, with supplemental use of millet. However, no reliable evidence of farming has
been found yet.

A spindle wheel is a tool for twisting fibers to make yarn. On Honsha they were often made
of stone or iron, and only very rarely of earthenware. The Satsumon culture, however, made
wide use of clay, and items were often decorated with patterns. At some excavation sites,
clay hatchets, iron slag, and blacksmithing furnaces have also been detected. But except
for some areas in southern Hokkaido, there is little evidence of blacksmithing. Most of the
iron goods were acquired through trade with northern Tohoku via the area south of central
Hokkaido. In exchange for the products from Honshi, the Satsumon people provided
feathers of eagles and other birds, as well as pelts and marine goods, such as dried salmon.
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During the 10th century, influences from the Satsumon culture caused the Okhotsk culture
to greatly change. In eastern Hokkaido the Tobinitai culture emerged on the basis of
elements from both the Okhotsk and Satsumon cultures, but the influence of the Satsumon
culture gradually grew, and by the 12th century the Okhotsk culture was completely
absorbed into the Satsumon culture.
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An ancient nation was established in central Honshti (Kinai) during the late Asuka period (late 7th to early 8th century).
How did this ancient nation view the Okhotsk and Satsumon cultures?

Excavations that relate to the Satsumon and Okhotsk cultures revealed items that have to have been brought from
Honshd. Those include coins, Warabi-te swords, metal belt accessories, and Sue pottery. All of these show a strong
connection with the ancient nation on Honshd.

Beyond that, the Nihon Shoki, a compilation of Japanese chronicles made in the ancient nation of the Nara period
(710-794), mentions the "Watarishima Emishi" and the "Ashihase". We know that the"Watarishima Emishi" were the
people of the Satsumon culture, and that the "Ashihase” were the people of the Okhotsk culture. Furthermore, the
Nihon Shoki mentions places with Ainu-names written in Kanji (Chinese characters).

The ancient nations on Honsha clearly recognized two cultures in the northern lands that had their own, unique

characteristics.
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In what is equivalent to the ancient era (7th — 12th centurey) of Hokkaido, the two distinct
Okhotsk and Satsumon cultures existed side by side. The Okhotsk culture was rooted in
further northern regions, and the Satsumon culture was influenced by the ancient nations
of Honsha. As such, the history of Hokkaido during this period needs to be studied and
understood from the broader perspective of East Asia as a whole.

This feature exhibition focuses on the findings made by the University of Tokyo's Tokoro
Research Laboratory, which has been conducting archaeological research on Hokkaido's
history for more than 50 years. By exhibiting the dynamic social movements that occurred
in Hokkaido during the period corresponding to ancient times at the National Museum of
Japanese History, which conducts comprehensive research on Japanese history and culture,
we hope to provide an opportunity for many people to understand Hokkaido's history from
a broader perspective.

FEROLE)

11-1 JtRm & 2 EOFRER DB & —EckZE

15-2  fiHAL2016 B L EEDHRI BB HREE T > 9 — D211 2i8%

18-1 TUNER2018[EAEHEIM  KEPAME DBERME] [F v > I VIR LEN #HIERSSINENK
BEER Fo0NZ—BIE



Fh—v o3t - BXUL 5B -HDT Y I HAF
HHREZ2000( A K — & DR RSE] (LS TR

THHEB 2005 & (RIBROIERERSR] (AT A 75 ) —) TR

HIRER2007 17 ROMESE MEED ) < K] (BHLESAF T) Bkt

B IER2023[ BB - AIMA2  AUmEESREORNR) ML

B % BEE—IZ0201 1 [$lR LEEOES £ &t - it - R JmEimt

Fi 2 - FRINFER2003H#HLEEOE RO Kl - 48— 73b] dbmEHEt
TR £ - FHIIPER2004FLEEOHAO #3 - 71 X30L] duEEsEt

FERKRE - FHIFER2002[FFEAZEIL Y ¥ 3 VXTI LORR HRA+—v 7 KR
RERER A EYE

A 2009TMROZEE¥O BARIBO=2>031t] FmH:

ERFAC2015[Tb 0 ERRGDERATTE] MFtHhR

MR — 5 7L - KRR BREERR2021 [A A —Y 7 XUt —H RS R0
R-IERL— 5 27U - RIRFALE DS IEYIE

BRr7avz/ bER oursn BR#%H

Okl 14 BEITHERES ILRHE 2 EY
(32 B Sk AR T AE A FE SR B I ST R %) DOFR/ F BRI HKREYEE AR ZE TR
FARZER S EEROEREE /AbiEE B 5 El 5%
(ESLIEE S RS AR Fe s & T S R EIR) (BR) /7 b - IT L BRERAS
HEAH 1A BRI A/ (EREREE () BEEEHH
(HEASE AR ASTHE & RS R 804) Yy —2) SEEER S AR
KH £ B ELRE RIS <

(RERZFERZER A SRR

HERTHIRTE HERT

toXMABALEER —AKR—Y 7304b &L -

¥ 47 H 2023%F11H14H

MREHIT REARFERZRA S RUZER - RIS e = L E Rk
T093-0216 duiEEILRHHSITFHIME376 ®EaE 0152(54)2387

RESFEFIRSBEEAN  ARSCEBIFeRkig
37 R S RAB S A
T285-8502 THEERAEETIHMANTLIL7 &EFE043(486)0123 (RR)

B R A&t TU-MESRAE

BRERME SO AT 51T 2 BRI, - thEO#SE ] 70 7T L RE RS






T093-0216 T285-0017

StEmH2E  UEEREMESEFRE376 FEEEATHAEI7
* TEL 0152-54-2387 TEL 050-5541-8600 (/\O—5" 1+ )L)
XBFTOSHLEDE . FED BIREESRS - 38~9H./9:30~17:00 -
9:30~16:30 e 108~28./9:30~16:30
BAABESR © 9:.00~17:00 FESEA™ (AEEH : BEE (KBOBSEREK
REEE : KB (KRB DB G133 £8) - GEREEI8 (128278~1848)

B8) - FREFIE

g ot Y it . [EziscE PR ks FAARBEEA AMXEFRRE EEE
B\ HEORHN SR TAERIE  bisselbirse - ' N
GRD it v iy o ALERRARSE S

RARSCERIASCHA B 2 BRI - HS@loOkE] 70y 7 LB





